
Care and Maintenance Instructions



When preparing for the installation of your new 
pool cover, please ensure that the water level 
in your pool is maintained at approximately 
halfway up the skimmer opening. This level is 
essential to achieve proper installation and 
performance. 
Prior to our team's arrival, the old cover should 
be removed and cleared from the pool area to 
provide unobstructed access for the new cover 
and roller system. 
It is important to note that we do not remove 
or dispose of the old cover. 



Bubble covers for pools are typically made from a durable 
polyethylene fabric that comes on a roll. During the manufacturing 
process, this material retains a certain "memory" of its rolled state. 
When the cover is unrolled and placed on the pool's surface, the 
fabric may initially exhibit the characteristics of this memory, causing it 
not to lay perfectly flat.

As the cover is exposed to sunlight, it begins to warm up. This warming 
process plays a crucial role in improving the cover's ability to lay flat. 
The heat from the sun gradually softens the polyethylene fabric, 
allowing it to become more pliable. As a result, the material starts to 
lose its memory of the rolled state, & the trapped air within the bubbles 
begins to equalize and distribute more evenly across the cover.

Over time, the cover adjusts to the contours of the pool and lays 
flatter as the polyethylene fabric relaxes and conforms to its new 
environment. This process is entirely natural and part of the cover's 
adaptation to its intended purpose.

It is important to note that proper initial placement of the cover, with 
care taken to evenly distribute it across the pool's surface, can 
facilitate this process. Additionally, using cover accessories or weights 
along the edges can help ensure the cover stays in place and 
encourages it to lie flat more quickly.

In conclusion, the polyethylene fabric used to make bubble covers 
retains a memory of its rolled state, which initially affects its ability to 
lay flat on the pool. However, exposure to sunlight and warmth allows 
the fabric to become more pliable, helping the cover to gradually 
relax and conform to the pool's shape, resulting in improved flatness 
over time.



When a cover is fabricated, it is not uncommon 
for a cover to have wrinkles and not sit flat on the 
pool.  This is due to several factors:

1)fabric memory (it was rolled up)
2)Air pockets (trapped air pushes the cover up)
3) Fabric temperature
4) Joint welding  (high temperature in 
concentrated area)

While the initial fit of your new cover may not be 
perfectly flat due to the manufacturing process, it 
will naturally improve with time as it adapts to the 
pool's shape and with exposure to sunlight. 
Rest assured that the cover will gradually lay flat 
as it settles into its intended position, ensuring 
optimal functionality and appearance.



To prolong the life and effectiveness of your solar pool cover, it's crucial to maintain proper water balance and consistently use 
the white over cover. 
Proper water balance not only ensures a safe and enjoyable swimming environment but also protects your pool cover. 
Imbalanced water chemistry particularly high chlorine levels will lead to deterioration of the cover material over time.  
Recommended basic water parameters (as per Australian Standards):
To protect not only your pool blanket, but the lining of your pool and other pool equipment.

*It is recommended to run the pool pump during the hottest part of the day if the blanket is on the pool. This rotates the water to 
avoid the splitting of the cells. 
Additionally, the over-cover serves as a shield against excessive UV exposure preventing roller burn to the cover, debris, and 
physical wear and tear, helping to extend the cover's lifespan. 
By combining vigilant water maintenance with the use of the over cover, you'll not only enhance the durability of your solar 
pool cover but also maximize its energy-saving and heat retention benefits, providing a more cost-effective and enjoyable 
swimming experience.



Without proper care ANY pool cover can be ruined in a fraction of its expected life span. 
Most warranty claims are not caused by product failure, but by owner misuse such as: leaving a cover rolled up out in the direct sunlight while off the pool; and 
having excess chlorine in the pool - either a little too high over a prolonged period or a lot too high over a very short period, high or low pH levels. Owner misuse 
such as these may VOID YOUR WARRANTY. 

To get the maximum lifespan out of your Elite Pool Cover:

1. Maintain correct chlorine & pH levels and test your water regularly. 
• Keep chlorine levels less than 2.5ppm. Your cover will deteriorate quicker when you have excessive chlorine as it is a corrosive agent and    creates wear on the 
cover. 
•Keep pH levels between 7.2 and 7.6 to ensure your water is not corrosive.
• Please do not assume that your salt-water chlorinator can control chlorine levels in your water. 

2. When shocking your pool, ensure that you take the cover off. 
• It is important to leave the cover off for 48 hours to allow your chlorine level to return to recommended parameters. 

3. Do not leave the cover folded or rolled up in the sun. 
• Store the pool cover in a completely covered environment, in full shade and not under shade cloth. The sun and heat will cause corrosive wear and will cause 
the cover to be damaged in strips across the cover resulting in delamination, and in extreme cases overheating on the roller can cause the material to become 
molten and weld onto itself. 

4. Hose thoroughly before storing your cover for long periods of time. 
• Wash the pool cover on both sides with fresh water to remove any pool chemicals to eliminate the possibility of chlorine residue from burning the cover. 
• This is not necessary if you are replacing the cover within 24 hours. 

5. Always use your Elite over-cover whenever your cover is on the roller. 
• Every roller is supplied with a complimentary white Elite over-cover. 
• Whenever your cover is rolled up on the roller, please ensure the over-cover is in place over your pool cover. 
• Protect the pool cover with only our recommended over-covers. You can store your cover on the roller with your white Elite over-cover in place in direct   
sunlight; serviceable Elite over-covers block the sun. Other products like tarps etc are not recommended.

6. Remove your solar pool cover in the winter months.
• If you leave the cover on for extended periods of time, chemical gases can build up causing damage to the blanket along with the surface of your pool and 

pool equipment.

7. Never roll your blanket onto a hot roller that has been sitting in the sun. This will cause melting of your blanket. Simply cool roller down with cold water
beforehand.
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Maintaining Pool Water Quality

Liquid chlorine is used as a sanitisation agent, meaning that it kills pathogens. The recommended level is 1 to 3 parts per million (ppm).

When liquid chlorine is added to pool water, it breaks into two parts that do the killing. One is called ‘strong chlorine’, and the other no one 
cares about enough to give a name :-)

The proportion of strong chlorine produced depends on the pH of the water. The lower the pH, the more strong chlorine you get.
This chlorine then it turns into gas at the surface of the water, and if there is no cover on the surface, it disappears into the air. That is why you 
have to add more chlorine every now and then to keep it within range.

If there is a cover on the surface, it builds up under it. If too much builds up, it starts to damage the cover.

This is why you should remove your cover for four hours once a week – to protect your cover.

So, if your pool’s pH is too low, your chlorine disappears too quickly and therefore doesn’t do its job. But if your pool’s pH is too high, then when 
you add chlorine you don’t get the amount of strong chlorine you need to kill the nasties.

And that is one reason you want your pH to be between 7.2 and 7.6, and ideally 7.4. When you add chlorine to your pool, it gives you just the 
right amount of strong chlorine you need. That makes the water safe to swim in and saves you money on chemicals.

Now, your pool water also wants a specific amount of calcium in it. If it doesn’t have the right amount, it takes it from the surface of your pool 
and your pool equipment, damaging it in the process. If it has too much, then it falls out of the water. This makes your pool water cloudy and 
also forms scale on the surface of your pool and equipment.

This is why you want your calcium hardness to be between 200 and 400 parts per million if you have a concrete pool, and 150 to 250 parts per 
million if you have a fibreglass pool. No damage to your pool and equipment, and no cloudy water.

If you have low calcium hardness and low pH, the damage done to your pool and pool equipment is turbo charged.

If you have high calcium hardness and high pH, your pool water will be super cloudy, and you will have a tonne of scale.
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This is another reason you want your pH to be between 7.2 and 7.6.

Once your pH is within range, you want it to stay that way, so you don’t want your pH to change easily. Otherwise, you will spend too much 
time messing around adding chemicals to keep it in within range. That is where Total Alkalinity comes into play.

Alkalinity is a measure of the water's ability to resist changes in pH, so you want your water’s Total Alkalinity to be just right.

If the Total Alkalinity is too low, pH can change very quickly.

If the Total Alkalinity is too high, then when you try to change the pH to get it within range, it just doesn’t want to change.

The sweet spot for Total Alkalinity is between 80 ppm and 120 ppm.

There is only one more thing to know. If you do your own pool maintenance, the chlorine in your pool water is probably unbound. It is free to 
turn into gas and dissipate. However, you can bind a portion of it. This bound portion is not available to turn into gas. It acts like a ‘slow release’ 
version of your chlorine. This is called ‘stabilised’ chlorine.

Cyanuric acid is used to do this. It is commonly called stabiliser. If you started with unchlorinated water, added cyanuric acid to it, and then 
added chlorine to the water, the cyanuric acid will bind as much chlorine as it can. After that, the remaining chlorine is unbound. Floating 
around ready to kill those nasties.

As the level of unbound chlorine dissipates, the stabilised chlorine breaks down into chlorine to maintain the level of chlorine. Perfect for those 
sunny summer days.

This is why you want to add stabiliser to your pool water. It reduces the spend on chlorine and extends the time required for maintenance.

The right level for cyanuric acid is 30 ppm to 50 ppm.

So, to summarise

• Chlorine between 1 and 3 ppm
• pH between 7.2 and 7.6
• Calcium hardness between 200 and 400 ppm (concrete pool),150 and 250 ppm (fibreglass pool)
• Total Alkalinity between 80 ppm and 120 ppm
• Cyanuric acid between 30 ppm and 50 ppm

If your pool maintenance is done by someone else, you now know enough to work out whether or not the person doing it knows what they are 
up to.
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If maintain your pool yourself, you know enough to get yourself a ‘stabilised’ pool. One with nice clear water that is safe to swim in and easy to 
maintain because it wants to stay that way.

If that is you, you probably want to know the easiest way to do it. Take a sample of water down to your pool shop and have them test it using 
their whizzy Testomatic 3000. Remember to estimate the volume of water in your pool before you go down. If you tell them the volume of your 
pool, and you tell them you want to stabilise it, they can calculate exactly what you need to add to do this.

While you are there, grab the stuff you need to maintain your levels and grab a test kit. If you really love using your pool, get a good one like the 
Taylor Complete Pool & Spa Test Kit - High Range K-2005C – DPD. It is worth it. Remember to get sodium carbonate. I will tell you why later.

Chuck everything they gave you in a bucket, give it a stir, wait a while, and then walk around your pool pouring it in. Give it a week and test 
your water yourself using your whizzy new test kit. The supplies you bought will give you guidelines, but you can also use something like...

https://johnbrennanpools.com.au/pool-chemicals-calculator/

to do the job.

Make the adjustments. Test once a month every month to keep your pool stabilised.

While I have got your attention, here are some tidbits…

Give the walls and steps of your pool a quick brush every month when you are testing the water, and don’t forget to empty your skimmers, 
backwash your filter, and clean your pump baskets. Keep it looking schmick.

Take your pool cover off during winter. You don’t need it to warm the pool. Your pool cover will last twice as long, and it will prevent algae from 
growing.

Winter rain has a big impact on the water chemistry of your pool. If there is a period of heavy rain, immediately test your pool water and correct 
any imbalances resulting from dilution.

Run your pump during the hottest hours of the day.

Point your jets down to keep the freshly chlorinated water away from your pool cover – you don’t want to damage it.

If you have to shock your pool with a chlorine bombing, leave the cover off for 24 hours. It gives your pool a chance to breathe, balance, and 
bounce back safely.








